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OR, I HE 


VIRGIN Undreſsd. 


Curiouſly ſurveying herſelf in her Glaſs, with : 
done * . her Toilet. 


CHINESE NOVEL: 


By a facetious Florentine, who aocoinpanied the 
Tuſcan Miſſionaries into China, and lived five Tears at 
Pekin, the Capital of the Kingdom, 


Formerly Tranſlated from the IT A LA Ne 
A N D 


Dedicated to the Beau Monde ; 


By a Young Ex GI ISH NoBLEMAN. 


And now adapted to the Taſte of the Town, by a an 
Officer of Diſtinction in the Army. 


With a Curious FRonTISPIECE, repreſenting the Poſture this 
Beautiful CRIXESsE LADY was ſurprized in by Her Lover; 

and the Artifice he made Ule of to OPER his Sus 
upon der. | 
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CouxTLaDrs Curiosity: 


OR, THE 


VIRGIN Undreſs. 


An Account of the Author from his Departure 
from his own Country, to bis Eftabliſhment 
of the Miſſionaries at Pekin in China, 


Id Charles of England, a young 
99 75 Gentleman of conſiderable For- 
une in the Dukedom of Tacuny, 
and nearly allied to the famous 
22 . Houſe of Medicis, took a Reſolu- 
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tion of accompanying thoſe Fathers, commonly 
called Miſſioparies, (who are ſent by the Holy See 
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to convert the Chineſe to Chriſtianity) to Pekin, tlie 
Scat of the Emperor, and the Metropolis of the 
Empire of China. He vas juſt come of Age; had 
his Fortune in his own Hands; and his Father and 

Mother being both dead, had none to controul him. 
e Miſſionaries preparing to go about this Time, 
they were ſo far from putting him off his Purpoſe, 
chat they did all they could to cheriſh and keep 
alive the Inclination to it in him; and accordingly 
he went with them. They took their Paſſages for 


Holland, where, embarking aboard a Dutch Ship 


bound for the River of Canton, they arrived in Safe- 
ty, and travelled up to Pekin, This young Gentle- 


man, whoſe Name was Emndecious Davila, pafling 


for an Attendant or Serviteur of theſe holy Fathers; ; 
but whether Religion or Gallantry moſt influenced 
his future Conduct, or which moſt ttrongly induced 
him to viſit a Court he had heard ſo man 


S 
Things of before he left Florence, will be beſt diſ- 


covered by the Sequel. 

Duavila was happy in the natural Qualities of his 
Mind; he was early diſtinguiſhed for his Wit, Vi- 
vacity and good Humour; and having had an Edu- 
cation ſuitable to his Deſeent, Fortune and Expecta- 


tions in the World, had all the acquired Accom- 


pliſhments, which compleat a fine Gentleman: His 
Voice was good, his manner of Singing delightful z 
and he rode, fenced and danced well; Nature in ſhort 
had formed him for captivating the Fair, if the 
molt graceſul Carriage, and as fine a Figure of a 


Man, as perhaps the Eye of Woman ever beheld, 
may be ſuppoſed capable of cauſing any tender E. 


motions in the Hearts of that ESD, Ota Sex. 


That our young Cavalier, thus compleatly ſormed 
and finiſhed, carryed with him at his Age the 


_ warmeſt; Sentiment, the moſt glowing Affections, 
if I may be allowed the Exprefiion, for the Ladies, 
will OF ke believed 7 all-who- are N 


World, tay, whoſe warm prolific Clime has ever 
been favourable to Love, and the Seat of Gallantry. 


Pekin, and had made himſelf ſufficiently Maſter of 


the Natives, (| both of which he was not many 


their Reputations for Sanctity and Purity of Man- 
ners was once thoroughly eſtabliſhed, he found Oę- 
portunities enough to indulge with Security. 
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with chat Terre Nate ade, © or Gaiden of the 


Till our Chavilier became well acquainted at 
the Language, to be able to converſe freely with 


Months in attaining to) he was wholly regulated by 
his Companions, who knowing the Danger they all 
were in, if, upon their firft Arrival, any Irregulari- 
ty in their Behaviour ſhould be diſcovered, prevailed 
upon him to put a Force upon his Inclinations, and 
reitrain the Iinpetaolity of that Paſſion, which after 


Say Muſe ! what has the larget o vare 

Pt Compoſition of the Fair: 

What is that Univerſal Failing, 

In Man and Woman ſo prevailing ? TY 
Mbat is't induces Maids to try thy, 

The State of loft Virginity? ow 
Or what that raiſes in young Miſs 1389 

A Titter, when fhe ſees Folks kiſs ? 

What isi fhe feels cohen bid to go, 
Aud things are ſaid ſhe muſt no! know? 

"Ts that Propenſfity to pry 

In each forbidden Myſtery : 

That Impulſe eggs the Sex to all 

The Miſchiefs into which they fall: 

That prompts 10 taſte * rwint Man and Man, 
Aud in one word, do know ail they can: 

*Tis what the Reader feels, no doubt, 

Aſting what ti is can be about? 

*Tis that firſt Paſſion of the Mind, 

Ogg among the Female Kind 
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| s Cunrontty in fine, 
| Deſcended i in ſucceſſtve Line, 


In every Age, in every Clime, 
Quite down to us from Adam's Time, 
Woman is Woman, and all haue 
This Leaven of their Mother Eve; 
Five thouſand Years, and ten times pre, 
And Millions more, were Folks alive, 
pe curious Itch would ſtill perpler 
20 inquiſitive and ſofter Sex; 
Who if Probibi ted would grow 
The more impatient ſtill to know, 
It acts in Aftrick*s tawny Dame, 
And wild American the ſame ; 
Pu ropa Daughters taſte the Tree. 
Nor is the Aſiatic Tas 
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CH A P. II 


] 4 remarkable Eſcape of the Author, and a 
| Summary of his Adventures, Till he reti red, 


naked by her Lover, which was 5 juſt before 
hrs Return to Europe. 


T HE newly armed Mimonaries having been 
well received, d, and their Character, as Da- 


vila thought, in no Danger of ſuffering by any Li- 


| þerties he might think proper to give himſef, he 
' - was leſs mindful than he had before been of. not be- 


ing ſeen abroad, unleſs in their Company; and 
would, when he could either find, or make it con. 
| venient ſo . to do, aſſociate himſelf with the Profe- 
ö Utes, as {ny are called, e they of the better 
| 2» % 2 Sort 
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Sort of them, who were come into the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity. Over theſe his excellent Faculty of 


rendering himſelſ agreeable, prevailed z and the In- 


timacy begun with them, by their means became 
more general; and he was, in leſs than twelve 
Months as univerſally, and with as much Freedom 
converſed with by all forts of People, as if he had 


been born among them. 


But it was not F riendſhip, ſo much as Fayours 


| which he wanted, and thoſe of the nicer Sort: The 
Emotions which the Sight of the fine Objects he every 
Pay beheld cauſed in "his own Breaſt, were an Aſſi- 


rance to him that they night become reciprocal; and 


the Fire which burns kan be made to fpread in Ala, 


as well as Europe; and by the fame means of Con- 
veyance. Theie he was reſolved to put in Practice, 


and he made the Attempt with Succels. The Eye 
he found ſpoke the i anguage of the Heart, and 


diſcloſed the ſecret Longings of the Soul at Pekin, 
in as undiſguiſed and expreſſive a Manner, as ever 
he had diſcovered it to do in Zaly; and this was a 


Language he ſo well underſtood, that he never ſo 

much as once ſound himſelf to bs miſtaken; ſo that 
before he ventured to advance, he was well per- 

ſmuaded he could not meet with any Obſtructions but 


what were eaſy to be removed. 

He was in great Eſteem, among the new Converts 
eſpecially, and found means to engage ſeveral of 
them in a much cloſer Converſation than was con- 
ſiſtent with the Humility of their Profeſſion ; but 
as he took care never to engage but under Domes, 


except the laſt Engagement he had at Pekin, the 


Conlequence of which never ſtayed for the other Pre- - 


cautions to prevent a Diſcovery, he was always ſo 


ſucceſsful in, that he was never once betrayed by the 


Fruit or Effects of any amourous Engagements. 
This Traffic with the marryed Women was not ſo 


much his Choice, he often declaped bamſelf, as 
Fer What 
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what he was neceſſitated to for Self. preſervation ; for 
had he once been detected by the Pregnancy of any 


ſingle Ennamoretto, he was very ſenſible he ſhould 
inevitably have been made a Sacrifice of himſelf, and 


very likely have involved all who belonged to the 


Miiſſion in his Fate, 


But tho? he always took care that there ſhould 


be a Father in the Caſe, if the worſt ſhould. hap- 
pen, he was twice very ſtrangly ſuſpected. tho” ne- 

ver directly charged with the Fact. One of theſe 
was with a beautiful Woman of her Age, (ſhe be- 
ing then about twenty three, which 1s reckoned far 
from young in China; ) ſhe had been married above 


nine Years, and never was with Child before; the 


Huſband was highly pleaſed at firſt with the 
Thoughts of his having a Son, for ſo it proved; 

but ſome of his Acquaintance beginning to buzz in 
his Ears ſome odd Tales of the conſtant Reſort of 
the Miſſionaries to his Houſe, and eſpecially of this 


young handſome Diſciple or Attendant of theirs at 


all times, both when he was abſent, as well as when 
he was at home, had like to have blown up the 
Coals, and kindled a Fire, which, had it once 
broke out, would not have been eaſily quenched; 

but all is quieted in an Inſtant; and that which had 
like to have turned to the Deſtruction of the Miſſion, 


is by theſe artful Miſſionaries, who are ſeldom at a 


loſs in time of Difficulty, made ſubſervient to its 


more firm Eſtabliſhment, the Advancement of their 
own Reputation, and Credit among the People. 
Davila having received the firſt Notice of the 


_ Huſband's Suſpicion and Uneaſineſs from a Confi- 
dant of the Wife's, was greatly alarm'd; he knew 
they mult be all loſt and undone, unless the Storm 
was to be weathered, that there would be no eſ- 
caping the Fury of the enraged, and really injured 
Huſband, but by perſuading him of his Wife's In- 
nocency, and the Falfity of the Suggeſtions which 


had 
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had been made to him, to the Diſadvantage of the 


Aggreſſor; accordingly in his firſt Fright he runs to 
one of the Father Miſſionaries, ingenuouſly confeſſes 
the whole Affair, and begs his Aſſiſtance: *Twas 
then no time to reproach or puniſh, but to remedy, 
if poſſible the Evil, and prevent the Ruin taking 


Place, which appeared hanging over all their Heads 
for the Father was well affured, it the Matter had 
once gone ſo far, as that the Populace had had the 
 Suſpicions of the Huſband ſpread among them, 
and confirmed by himſelf, there had then been no 
ſtopping of their Fury, which would inevitably have 


fallen with equal Weight upon themſelves, and have 


involved the Guilt and Guiltleſs ; in one common 


and irremedileſs Fate. 

He therefore immediately communicated the 
whole Affair to the other Miſſionaries, the Reſult of 
whoſe Conſultations produced the moſt fortunate Ef- 
fects, that ever perhaps attended a matter which at 
firſt appeared with fo ugly an Aſpect. 

This beautful Chineſe now in the Straw, and her 


Huſband had about a Year before been both brought 


over to Chriſtianity, and itita the Boſom of the 
Church or Rome, as they call it, by theſe. very 


Miſſionaries ; and this very Spark, who made 0 


free with the Lady's Boſom afterwards. 
This the crafty ſubtle Prieſts make their Marke 
of: The next Morning two of them, moſt Eee 


for their Age, their Gravity and Deportment and 
Sanctity of Life and Converfation, went to the 
Houſe at an Hour they were ſure to meet with the 


Huſband at home; when going in as uſual, they 
bleſſed as they entered, and ſpoke Peace to all the 


Family, a Cuſtom always oblerved by the Miſſio- 
naries in China. ' 


The Maſter of the Houſe being acquainted of 


their being there, went to them; for he could not 


Vet fully perſuade himſelf of the Truth of what 
OR 
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| had been whiſpered to him; and well was it for 


them that he could not; however he did not ſeem 
to receive them with that Alacrity and Affection as 


he uſed to do; of this the Fathers took no No. 


tice; , *twas not their Buſineſs to have done it, but 
congratulating of him upon the ſafe Delivery of 


his Wife and the Birth of a Child, enquired after 


their Healths; he coldly anſwered they were both 
pretty well, and as coldly thanked them: They 
{aw his Heart was full, and by the Settledneſs of 


his Countenance, and the Diſcompoſure of Mind 
he diſcovered, they apprehended a gathering Storm, 


eſpecially as being ſo well appriſed as they were of 
the Cauſe of his Grief, 


Now it was their time; accordingly they began 


with him, and they let him know, that according 


to the Doctrine which he had heard of them, 'twas 
a Duty incumbent upon him to be very thankful 
for ſo valuable a Gift from Heaven as. that of a 


Child, and for the Preſervation of the Mother's 
Life in ſuch dangerous Hours, and Hours of ſuch 


Extremity, as thoſe of Womens Labours generally 
are; and, without giving him time to make any 


Reply, aſked him, tho? they knew well enough 
3 be how many Children he had had; he diſco- 
vered no ſmall Emotion at this unexpected Queſtion 
from them, and with a Sigh faid, that tho? he had 
been married above nine Years, he never had a 


Child, nor was his Wife ever with Child before. 
This, as has been hinted, was what they well knew 
before, but this was what they wanted from-his own 


Mouth; they immediately' appeared extraordinary 


affected with his Relation, and in a fort of an Ex- 
tacy of Joy, cryed , out at once, that they had as 
much Reaſon to be thankful as he had, that it was 


a Miracle procured by their earneſt Prayers for a 


Bleſſing in general upon all thoſe who ſhould re- 


ccive them, and embrace the Doctrine they preached z 


and 
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and that, as they had always made it their particu- 
lar Requeſt to St Loiola, that every Convert might 
be favoured with the Bleſſing which they were moſt 
deſirous of obtaining, they did not donbt but that 
bleſſed Saint had procured this for lim, as what he 
knew would be moſt agrecable to his own W.iſhes, 
and for to be a Teitimony to him, that fo incſli- 
mable a Bleſſing as that of a Child to one who had 
for ſo many Years been bar ren, was to be obtained, 

when he became a Chriſtian, tho? he had always 


been denied it whilſt an Idolater; and that he org 
to eſteem it as a particular Mark of the Approl ation: 


that holy Saint had given of his and his Wife's eim 
bibing the Principles of Chriſtianity. 

' This Artiſice took beyond Expea tation; the caſy 

inoffenfive Creature, greedy ſwallowed the Bair 


which was laid for him; his Child. was the Gift of 
Heaven, St Ignatius received a Hecatomb of Thanks 


for his Kindneſs ; *twas all a Miracle ; and had a 
whole Kingdom of Idolaters perſuaded him to the 


contrary, he would not have believed a Word con- 5 
trary to the Intereſt of his ghoſtly Fathers, or to 


the Diſadvantage of the Character of any one who 


belonged them. Davila came off in Triumph, was 


received afterwards upon all Occaſians by the de- 


Juded Huſband with the ſame Chearfulneſs and kind 


Welcome he had formerly met with, and which he 
did nat "fail to improve to the mutual Satisfaction 
and Delight of the worſe deluded Wite and him- 

telf, 8 
This Incident, the Conſequence of which was fo 
much dreaded ar firſt, turned greatly to the Advan- 


tage of the Miſſionaries, and not only added to the. 


Seneral Opinion of their Worth, but ſerved to er- 


COUrage the Number ct their Converts or Followers 


at lealt. It hecame a prevailing Opinion among 
many, that they could work Miracles; and among 
others, tit: they were fuch good. and holy Men, 
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that whatever they prayed for would be granted. 


Theſe Notions which they encouraged the Belief of, 
gained them Reputation, and Abundance of Con- 
verts, eſpecially among the Women, who having 
been long married, either never had a Child, or had 


20 Child living, ad ſeveral of their Hulbands were 


brought over at the Inſtigation of their Wives, tho? 
they, not being equally favoured with the like Appli- 
cation which had been made to her who had been the 


firſt Cauſe of their Converſion, were many of them, 


to their no ſmall Mortification, diſappointed a twelve 


Month after in their Fxpeclations 


CHAP. III. 


A ſecond narrow F "ſcape f our Cavalier Ss; His 
agrecable Concealment in the Chamber of the 
Lady's Confidant one Night, and getting away 
undiſcovered in the Mer Ning. 


HE Difficulty our Lover had fo lately ma- 
ſtered, did not prove ſufficient, as a Man 
would have thought! it ſhould, to deter him from 
running the like Riſque, even within a few Weeks 
of the former. A new Beauty took his Eye, and 
enflamed his Heart ; this was the Wife of an Officer 
of Lin inction belonging to the Emperor's Houſhold : 
The Lady bad often ſeen him, and was ſo far from 
being an Enemy to his Perſon, that ſhe, as he ſaid 
himlelf, owned his Appearance had made the fir{t 


Impreſſions upon her Breaſt, and even long before 
ſhe ever entered into any Converſation with him, 
and which ſhe found means to begin, by fending, 


with Leave of her Huſband, for the Miſfionaries to 
his Houſe, under Reſerve of enquiring for Curio- 
ſity's Sake only, as ſhe pretended, into the new Re- 

| ligion 
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ligion they were ſaid to be come, by Conſent of 


the Emperor, to propagate among them. 
Davila, as cuſtomary was, attended rhe Mifſfiona- 
rics; and indeed they would not have been very 


welcome to the Lady without him, who had a Cu- 


riolity to ſatisfy, which by the Sequel It appeared, 
ſhe fancied to be much more in Davi/a's Power to 


 fatisfy than any of theirs: And, 
The Fathers went according to Invitation, the 
| Lady received them courteoully, and would have 


treated them in a much more ſumptuous Manner, 


than ſuited with their Profeffion of Auſterity and 


Abſtinence to accept of; ſhe liſtened to what the 


Fathers ſaid, but ſcemed to be moſt pleaſed with 
what came from their Diſciple, as ſhe took him to 


be, tho* he this Time faid very little: Davila 
wanted no better Inſtructions what Cue to purſue; 
he was too well ſkilled in the Language of the Eyes, 
not thoroughly to read the Lady's Heart : z he ſoon 
ſaw what Doctrine it was, which ſhe moſt longed to 
be inſtructed in, and whom it was ſhe moſt defired 


ſhould communicate that Doctrine to her. The 


Converſation turned chiefly on the Nature and 


Deſign of the Miſſion in general, The Fa- 
thers made but a ſhort Stay, it being the firſt Viſit, 

letting the Lady know, that, as it "would take vp 
| much Time to enter into Particalars, and chat, as 


the doing ſo was a Matter of the greateſt Moment, 
which ought not to be interrupted by Eating or 
Drinking, or any other Concerns whatſoever, they 


would wait for thoſe Hours when ſhe ſhould 5 en- 


tirely diſingaged from worldly Affairs; and as it 


was their Duty, every Day enquire at the Houle, 
in hopes of finding her in ſuch a Diſpolition aid 
Situation, as was proper to deliver to ber the 


great Truths they had to reveal, Which would cer 
tainly make her happy, ( (if cordially embraced, 50 
ſtrictly adhered to) thro! the Remainder of her 
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Life in this World, and ſor ever in a better World 
hereafter. 
hey then took thele Leave, and returned; and 
thus the Communication was begun, and an Inter- 
. courſe, which was productive of very different Events 


to what thoſe holy Men (for ſuch the Fathers Miſ- 


ſioners themſelves certainly were) wiſhed, and 0 
their utmoſt ſhould take Place. 


Bat *twas a Happineſs here the Lady wanted; a 
Happineſs there was but one of their Company 


ſhe knew. would make permanent to her; the Bird 
the wanted in her Hand, ſhe thought preferable to 
any tuo they could tall to her of in the Buſh; 


and ſhe conſidered all they ſaid in the ludicrous 
Light. 


he accordingly took particular Care to ſtipulate 


tor her Lover, for now ſuch Davila was, having as 


free Admittance to her as any of themſelves ; and 


at parting ſhe aſſured the Fathers, that ſhe would be 
on to be inſtructed by them; that ſhe ſhould al- 
ways be ready to receive them; that ſhe would, e- 
very time they came, be diſingaged for them; that 
the would thoroughly conſider whatever they laid 


- before her; that ſhe hoped they would not over- 
burthen her Mind, but deliver what they had to 
declare by little and little, that ſhe might receive 


al d digeſt it the better; and that, as ſhe ſhould be 
wad to arrive at the Happineis they talked of, and 
which ſhe had propoſed to herfelf from the 3 


lege they had to impart, ſhe would receive all of 


them together, or any one of them ſingly, accor- 
ding as it might be moſt ſuitable and convenient for 
themſelves, whom ſhe was perſuaded went about, 
endeavouring to make People happier than they 

were before. 
And ſhe was as good as her Word; ſhe deceived 
the honcſt Fatiers (who did rot o well underſtand 
Part of hr Langy age es ö Davila did,) and received 
= Sem 
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them together or ſeparately as they came, twice or 


thrice a Week after this. 
Davila came, he ſaw, he enjoyed; in one Fort- 


night's Time after the firſt Interview, he had all 


his Heart could wiſh, the Lady all that her Soul 
deſired: She found that ſne had not made a wrong 


Judgment of her Gallant ; ſhe was fo well pleaſed, 


that, if it had been poſſible, ſhe would have left 


her Family and Friends, her native Country and 
all her Grandeur, to have flown with the dear Char- 
mer of her Soul into Europe; but this *rwas im- 


practicable for them to accompliſh : 
And theretore they enjoyed as many of the pre- 


ſent Moments, as *twas in their Power to enjoy. 
The Huſband, Courtier-like, thinking the whole Af. 


fair to be Religion, did not trouble his Head about 


it, and let his Wife follow her own Whims, as he 
thought them, without Interruption. 
But touſe a homely and a common Proverb, Thy 

Pitcher never goes ſo often to the Well, but it may be 
broken at laſt, The Huſband about half a Year af- 


ter our Lovers were firſt made happy, as they 


thought it, was ſent by his Maſter upon a Buſineſs 
of Importance from Pekin to Cantau; he diſpatched 
the Atiair ſooner than he expected, and returned 
fourtcen or fifteen Days before the Time appointed: 
Davila had made the moit he was able to do of his 


Abience, or as the Charms of one of the moſt beau- 
tiful Women in the Univerſe could be ſuppoſed an 


Inducement to him to do; and unfortunate as it had 
like to have proved for them both, the Night the 


Huſband (eager to throw himſelf into the Arms 


of his beautiful Spoule) returned, was a Night de- 


vouted by them to Venus, little imagining they 


ſhould be interrupted by the Huſband's Interpoſition | 


in celei ratiug the Rites lacred to that amiable God- 
dels; but their ill Stars interpoſcd, and the Lady 


ſunk 


tt) utes DOC ATi. dv i. Lat den i 
. E 


g 
F 
$ 
11 


(14) 


ſunk half enjoyed, or rather with Regret, into her 


Huſband's Arms. 
The Huſband arrived early in the Evening, and 


a Servant coming a few Minutes before his Matter, 
to give Notice of his Return, afforded juſt Time 
enough for the Lady to adjuſt herſelf, and put her- 
ſelf in a Poſture to receive her Spouſe, and for our 
| Gallant to get out of the Lady's Appartment, and 

retire to that of her Confidant, who alone had aſ- 


fiſted in conducting, and been privy to their amo- 


rous Converſe. 


To leave Davilla where he was that Night much 
more happy than he had any Notion of being, till ſome 
Hours after, the Lady received her Huſband with 
all the Tenderncis, Joy and Extacy that the Wife 


would naturally have ſhewn, whoſe Euſband was 
the fole Poſſeſſor of her Heart; however ſhe acted 


her Part well, and the contented Thing was highly 


pleaſed with her Endearments and Reception of him; 
all was Gacty and Mirth to Appearance; the Huſ- 
band was pleaſed, and that was enough for him; : 


they revelled till Midnight, and then to Bed. 


Davila was all this Time a Priſoner; and thoſe in 
the Netghbourhood, who had feen him go into the 


Houſe, never {aw him come out; but raking Care 
appear with great Compoſure (an Aruhce he was 


5 tectly Maſter of) carly the next Morning in the 
ſume Neto hbourhood 3 the Sanity of his Profeſſion 


food Hill his Friend, and nobody offerred to uggelt 
any JI of him. 


Tho? how uncaſy ſoever he might be at his Sina: 


tion, he had his Thoughts about him; Pleaſure 


was his Purſuit, and they were all bent to enhance 


this. When his kind (as ſhe afterwards proved) 


Keeper, came to him, which was as ſoon as her Ma- 
ter and Miſtreſs, with the reſt of the Family, were 
in Bed, he took her into his Arms, and kiſſed her 
with great Reſpect z and before he would allow her 
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to ſpeak a Word, expreſſed himſelf in very tender 
moving Terms to her, as his Benefactreſs and Friend, 
telling! her he owed his Happineſs and Lite, both of 
which were in her Power, to her Affection and Fi- 
delity to her Lady, Obligations which he never 
could make her ſuitable Satisfaction for, and which 
were Obligations ſhe never could add to, but by 
immediately conveying him with Safety out of the 
Houſe, which was at That Time the leaft of his 
Deſire. 

This ſhe repreſented : as extremely Rae de tho! 
not put of her Power to attempt, 'till the new mar- 


ried Couple, as ſhe called them, were faſt aſleep, 


and the Abſence ſhe ſaid of her Maſter might per- 
208 prevent their being ſo longer than uſual ; ; there- 
ore ſhe begged tor all rheir Saleties, that he would 
be content to fit ſtill an Hour or two at leaft, and 
e would fit up with him, and that then ſhe would 
anſwer for his getting into the Street unheard and 
undiſcovered. 

This was what he wanted, what he wiſhed, he 
readily conſented; he had a young and an agreeable 
Companion with him, all was pretty and clean a- 
bout him, all inviting ; he turned the Diſcourſe to 
indifferent Things, he mixed his Talk with Kiſſes 
now and then; he made Love at the Time he ſeemed 
to mean nothing leſs; and inſenſibly as it were, 
drawing her in, warmed her before ſhe was aware, 
when embracing the favourable Opportunity, and 
having her in his Arms, he led her to the Bed, 
where, before ſhe could recover the Melting he had 
thrown her into, he gave her a Fore-taſte "of what 
fe without Reluctance came into a Repetition of ſor 
ve Hours together afterwards, and *cill the Mor- 
ning Light put an End to their Endearments, when 


. the dear Girl, (tho? much againtt her Inclination to 
part with her agreeable Bedicllow) let him out un- 


heard ard unſeen, and he never ventured after- 
Wader 
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wards to enter the Houſe, but in Company with 


one or more of rhe Miſſionaries, and not then nei- 
ther, but when he was aſſured, that the Maſter of 
the Houſe was at home. 


ee 


þribed her Hrit, he then kiſſed her, and the laſt had 


CHAP. IV. 


The Cauſe of Davila's quitting bis laſt Amour 
abruptly, and the loſt Adventure he was en- 
gaged in at Pekin; with the Poem, as is 


Was celebrated by himelf. 


TOR Fear of a Diſcovery of what was paſt, 


| Davila for ſome Weeks never went to ſee 
this Family, but in Company with a Father Miſ- 
ſionary, not that his Affection or Inclination would 
have been abated to the Entertainment it afforded, 


had he not had a ſuperior Engagement in View. 
A young Lady, the Daughter of a Mandarine, or 
Lord of the Country, had now captivated his Heart; 


her Father was a Favourer of the Miſſionaries, and 
both they and himſelf had free Admittance; they 
viſited continually, and were always heard, kindly 
received, and as they pleaſed, entertained 3 Davila 
looked and loved, which was always much one and 
the fame Thing with him; his Soul was fired, and 


from the Judgment he made of the Lady, hers was 
io too; his Hopes were ſtrong, and his Luſts en- 


flamed; Greatneſs and Ceremony ſupported a Di- 
tance he could not eaſily break thro, rho? he put 


his Wits and Invention to the Rack to the utmoſt; 


at laſt finding that her Woman, who was a married 


Woman as was the Con dant he had the halt Night's 


Rencountering, as he called it; he attacked her, he 


like 
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[2 like to have ſpoiled his Project, ſhe liked him ſo well, | 
1 that ſhe ſeemed inclined to have kept him if ſhe | 
{3 could, all to herſelf; but he convincing her that 

5 that was not to be expected, he prevailed upon her 

; at length to favour his Project, and ſhe came into it, 


2 purſuant to which ſhe put him into a large China 
; Jar, where he lay concealed all Night, and took 

; the Lady indulging her Fancy in the Glaſs, as re- 
preſented in the prefixed Repreſentation : He ſeized, 

he ſoothed, and he poſſeſſed ; but the whole, as he 
has celebrated it in the following Poem, will give 
7 a much more lively Repreſentation of a lucky Sur- 
1 priſe, than any View *tis poſſible any Perſon, whoſe 
; Paſſions were not equally raiſed with his own, could 
poſſibly celebrate it in. This was Davila's laſt Ad- 
venture; Satisfyed with his Succeſs, and his Poſſeſ- 
ſions of the Fair, he lay quiet after this, 'till the 


| Miſſionaries were recalled; when making his Re- 

4 treat good, he travelled with them to Cantau, and 

: embarking with them in an Engliſh China Ship, he 
arrived at London, from whence he re-embarked _ 
for Leghorn, and came ſafe home after many Ha- 

0 zards, ſome of which he cauſeleſly run; and after 

N he had been abſent from his native Country about 

; fix Years and three Months. 
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His laſt Amour, as celebrated by Davila Hin- 
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E bright Cham yam, that is to ſay, 
X Beauty of perpelual Day, 
Belong'd to Court A Maid of Honour — 
No Evil yet had been ſaid of her — 
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A moſt i inviting Tit, and dainty, 
As &er was ſeen *twixt twelve and twenty, 
She reign'd the Toaſt of ev'ry Smart; 
* She'd every Grace, and ev'ry Art; 
* Where &er ſhe came ſhe was admir'd; 
© Whoever ſaw her ſtrait was fir'd. 
Among the reſt a Mandarine, 
Or Lord, beheld her all divine: 


Her Votary he now became, 

Fell proſtrate to the fickle Dame. 
© Loud were his Vows, his Speeches many — 
He whin*d—She calPd him Love's poor Zan! 


Hie waſted many a Sigh and Tear—— 


© She took a pride to be ſevere; 


41 augh'd at his Sorrows— ſtill was cruel, 

© Which only added to the Fewel, 

Till a mere Shaddow he became 5 
And Court and Country all cry'd Shame! 


No Remedy, no Glimpſe of Hope, 


* Except the la ſt ſure Friend -a Rope: 


For Conqueſt ſhe muſt gratify 


What is't to her if Fools will die? 
* To Rivers, Woods, to Rocks and Stones, 


© To thele he vents his plantive Moans, 
To ſooth the Agony of Grief, 


And juſt when dying came Relicf: 


When leaſt expected too it came, 4 
A judgment on the — Lame. 


£ Pintin—or rather if you pleaſe 
Her Avigail—1o the Chineſe — 
* A ſhrewd, an arch, a Lmpering Jade, 
© Comes. opportunely to his Aid; 
* For there, as here, when Money moves, 
* They can bewai! ill-fated Loves. 
© The comic Leer was in her Eye, 
© Between che whimſical and ly. 
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© How pale, ſhe cries! How diſmal grown ! 


© Does this beft a Man oth? Town? 
Away theſe : ooks! throw off the ſad! 
* I vow, my Lord, you make me mad, 
- grant your Cafe is very moving z 
None &er endur*d fo much for loving: 


© I blame my Lady—but no matter 


© I know a way you may come at her. 
* Well——what ſtrange Pranks we Women Play'! 
L Behind the Curtain that's to ſay. 


© P.] fay no more -— but I know what 


© She has her Whims, I'Il tell you that. 
Take my Advice — Without a Jeit, 
* Intallible *twill caſe your Breaſt. 


In vain, fond Girl! his Lordſhip crics 


With all- deſponding, deep- ſunk Eyes: 


* She will not quit the conquering Field : 
Perhaps at "Thirty the may yew. 


© No more deſpairing, good my Lord! 
As well you may fall on your Sword. 
III lay my Life on the Succeſs; 
© Or may I ſuffer your Diſtreſs. 
© Indeed I muit be falſe——what then? 
My Pride's to ſerve the worthy Men. 
© Confucius knows they're vaſtly rare 


Come, come——we have no time to ſpare. 


5 My Lord approving, what the ſaid, 
* Roupics a hundred promptly paid, 
And promis'd on the happy Hour 
She put her Lady in his Power 


n 


A thouſand ei Bargain ſo 


And now to fair Chamyam they go. 
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: Behold the IT yle-reſplendent Wing! 
That holds the vain, the wanton Thing. 
* Ye Britih Nymphs! which of you, fay, 
* Can greater Elegance diſplay ? 
* Shew Furnitate that's more polite, 
© Tho? France and [aly unite? 
Dragons the Cieling does untold, 
Japann'd and carv'd with Flowers of Gold. 
ol K Wainſcot of an Emerald green; 
< Pictures of modern Taſte are ſeen. 
© The Catalogue is very curious; 
* Originals - Not one 1s ſpurious: 
_ © Beſides Antiques exceſſive rare, 
And to be ſure exceſſive dear. 


One has a Curtain drawn before it; 
»The Belles are ready to adore it! 
* A + Priapus—— And next to that, 
Another, cover'd with a Hat. 
Diana bathing : z and a Helen, 
© Whom Paris is all over ſmelling. - 
* Apollo inſtituting | Races: 
6 A Match between three Gods and Graces 3 J 


5 The | 


1 Liles. 


of I: 1 be obſerved here, the Chineſe Avchor, in deſcribing 
this Cabinet of Curioſities, brings his Allufions from the Lear- 
ning and Cuſtoms of his own Country, which we have omit- 


ted as being uncouth; but the Reader may be aſſured we have 


loſt nothing of their Spirit, though we have adapted them to 


- the. European Literature, as being more familiar: for "Inſtance, 
where the learned Chineje brings in Bagods, we have introdu- 


ced Heathen. Gods, c. which Deviation we apppebend is doing 
no material Injury to the Original, 


T This alludes to ſome gay diſpoſed Pair ones, and doubtleſs 


muit be unleritood as a Tryal of 998 who is the moſt- aft e- 


Mi in. 
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ky The Imperial Palace at Pekin i is cov ered over with varniſh" 


4 ( 21) 
; © The Muſes naked at the Poſt, 
þ © Deciding who has won, who loſt; a. 
[a © The Plate three Rings of all their Hake, ee 
And two rich Stones en Solitaire. 
4 Ancas in a Grot with Dido, 
Drawn to the Life—a rampant Widow. 
« Semiramis's laviſh Prize: 
Her Crown for one of Stallion Size. 
© Thahkftris, very buly ſearching, 
| © To make all fitting for an Urchin, 
1s met i'th' nick by Alexander, 
Who fell aboard and boldly hand'd her. 
An Abelardin Man's Eftate, 
: « Shewing his Matters thro? a Grate, 
AA School of Miſſes acting Farces : 
Nix. Whipping one another's x. 
A Churchman with a modiſh Sinne 
© Going in queſt of laſt Day's Dinner. 
A Nun, together with a Prude, 
In wanton waggilh Attitude. 
A Punk, her Hands and Legs not idle, 
Raäiding a Jew in a Curb-Bridle, _ 
A Templer ſtooping and a kiung 
| * Juſt as his Chloe is a p 
A A ſtrapping Teague at Scarbors, 
Wag' ring with a Horſe to ſhew ; kc 
Ihe Ladies raptur'd at the Joke, 
« Courting and ogling for a Look. 
The Nymphs of Murſius in ſtrong Chat, 
Rehearſing over This and That. 
© Two courtly Maids, one, other's Wooer, 
* Driving with D— o buckled to her, 
* Sampſon, 'in whoring an old. Ts | 
* Kiſſing Miſs Fertil in a Major. ; 
* Talian Poſtures here and there : — 
A Leacher, and a flying Chair : 
With many more, by primę Hands all. 
#7. . to ſtock twice Windfor-Hall. 
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-The Books are theſe— F 


* Her Study next 
© And ſure they cannot fail to Pleaſe. 
Caſſandra, C lelia, Pharamond, 


© Romances all, of which ſhe's fond. 


A Shelf of Novels Two of Plays 
A Method how the Dead to raiſe —— 
A ſingle Volume—— Verſion Creech's—— 
And other two of amorous Speeches 

* All Farinelli's Airs bewitching — 

And newly wrote — The Art of Phraſſing— 
© Ovid, with many others ſuch-- 

* His Art of Loving—ſull}d much. 

© One Rocheſter, two Ariffotles ; 

And in a Corner Cordial Bottles. 

Of Billetdoux a mighty Store, 

Strew'd very thick about the Floor, 

From Swains a dying and deſpairing, 
And ſome to ſtab themſelves a wearing. 


What more can heighten mortal Senſe 
Than all this ſoft ene; 5 5 
The Cabinet o' erlooks a Grove, 

Of great Emolument to Love; 3 
The! falling Stream, the 9 Alley, 
$ Not leſs Fer denen to dally. 


8 535 . the Queen of this Recek, 

om A Paradile, or little leſs : 

"ft © Hither ſhe often would retire,  _ 
Where none were ſuffer'd to come nigh her! 

1 DPDelighted here to paſs her Hours, 

1 8 — Fatigue hoo! er and. n Wooers, 


| — Tn of Mind, ye Chaſter few ; 
lil . © Behold the Goddeſs "iſe to view | 


. : 9 


Her 
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Her Helmet-cap with Jewels ſpangling ; ; 


Jo Bodkins, Pearls, and Brilliants A 
Her jetty Curls in artful Row, 


The gold and ſilver Flowers ſhow. 


But what exceedingly fſurprizes, 

A Peacock from the Top ariſes: 

Th' extended Wings, with beauteous Grace, 
© O*crſhade the Temples of her Face: 


The Tail majeſtic waves in Air, 


* hich forms the Caput of the Fai air, 


© Yet howe'er gorgeous theſe lay, | 


All Ornaments to her give way: 


Her radiant Eyes — Her fable Curls 
* Surpaſs the Brilliants and the Pearls J 

Her Cheeks a Softneſs does impart, 

That far exceeds the Painter” s Art, 


— 


5 But ſee! the looſe, the flowing Robe, 
© In manner of the Eaſtern Globe: 


A Gawſe of Pink and Silver wove 
In Flouriſhings, and Tales of Love. 
Ihe wide, capacious, pendant Sleeves, 


1 naten e the Ground. receives 


She preſsd the Sopha, all japann'd, 
Around her fnowy Neck her Hand: 
A Jar of largeſt Size behind; 

A Man might well be there confin'd ; 
And ſure enough a Man it did; 
The Mandarine, by Pinkin hid. 
For Purpoſes I leave to guels, 


As being needleſs to expreſs! 
Jou may be ſure I ſay, her Mind 


Was far from idle thus reclin'd: 
All languiſhing, ſupine ſhe lay, 


908 Revolving over all that's gay : 
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0 The Diſtaff honour'd, all to pleaſe. 
VTeander ſure was mighty fond, 


on Make, when we will, Mankind our Alles. . 
© Shew the Stateſman, or the Stoic, 


„ 

»The Charms of Woman, and her Pow'r, - 

From the Creation to that Hour: : 
© What Ravages! what Levaſtations! _ 
What Havock: caus'd among the Nations! i 
,x hat Slaves they made of lordly Man! : 


8 e luden thus the Dame Du.” 
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And hot to ſwim the Herring Pond! 
Poor Thing! at laſt it was his Grave: 


His Winding- Sheet a briny Way. | 
_ * Philip's proud Son, the filthy King - B 


»Preferr'd his Glaſs to any Thing: 


But Ceſar ſnatch'd the World from Ton any, 


While he was fooling with his Honey: 
* Which proves 1t plain that we fair Lalles 


The mightieſt He for Deeds heroic, 
© Whoſe Politics we can't outdo ; 


© Whole rigid Virtue not ſubdue; 
Or what were Heltors in their Armour, 


But Infants to a Female Charmer? 
* Valour and Wiſdom Man may boaſt, 


Tis ſov'reign Beauty rules the Roaſt: 
His havghty Claim concludes in this, 
* Hell lole a World to gain a Kiſs. 


7 


Sce now her Breaſt is big to know, 


© Whence ſuch a ſtrange Effect can o-w-? 


* Whence, whence, ſays ſhe, the mighty Cauſe? 
* Then ata ſome few Minutes Pauſe 
Thou wondrous Spell of real Magic! 
g 91 hou Author of the Comic- Tragic! 


What 
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* What art thou? what this ſecret Charm? 
This univerſal Good and Harm? 


I] am alone no better Time 
And where in Knowledge is the Crime? 


We cannot know ourſelves too well; 


For ſo the ancient Sages tell. 


A Mid- day Sun AIntenſe the Heat 
© Juſt from the high Repaſt replete— _ 


The Books—the Paintings —all conſpire 


' excite this new this odd Deſire. 

© In fine, her Fancy prompts to ſee 

The World's great Primum Mobile; 
That Maſter- piece! that Source of Paſſion ! 


That Thing! that's never out of Faſhion. 


8 © On this ſhe roſe, and; with your Leave, 


© Became, without more 155 an Eve; 
e ſhe ſtript herſelf in Buff, _— 


All to her Gown—you ſaw enough: 


* The jutting Hip The heaving Breaſt — 
Her taper Thigh with all the reſt. 
* But what Emotion *twas he felt, 


Who in the Jar impatient knelt, 


© Is better far ſupply'd by Thought, 


F Than can by fainter Words be wrote. 


A broad gilt Sconce before ſhe places, 


Which in ſtrong Light reflect her Graces, 


One Leg a Table does ſupport; 
The Finger opes the blifflul Port: 
* The other Thigh ſhe goes expand, 


And graſps it with her idle Hand. 


* The eager Eye, while thus 3 d, 


WF. Took 1 in the whole, the matchleis Maid ; 
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gut ſeem'd more nicely to ſurvey 
The intricate and darkſome Way; 
While underneath her fav'rite Cat 
* Was wond'ring what the Fair was at. 


* While thus, who 1s it that could ſleep ? 

* His Lordſhip ventures now to peep. | 

The Scene ſtrikes up. a wild Amaze; 

His Soul does all in Tranſport blaze; 

Not like a Joſeph he, unmov'd; 
But ſtrait the lucky Hour improv'd 1 

* He burſt his Priſon, and the Floor 

* Refounded with tremendous Roar: 

* He fiercely ſeiz'd her in Surprize, 

« Regardleſs of her Shrieks and Cries: 

For all his Plaugues himſelf repaid ; 0 
© He bore her to the adjacent Bed, > 
And what was done, need not be faid, 5 


9 2" 


CHAP. VI 


A brief Relation of Davile' Behaviour after 


Vis Return to Italy, with an Account of one 
of tis Amours of a very extraordinary Na- 
ture; and of his unfortunate Death, by the 
. Hands of a Lad). 


T] PO N. our r Cavalier $ Arrival at Horence, whoſe. 


Fame had got home before him; he imme- 


cicly put hinlelt ms Condition of Appear- 


ace more ſuitable, than he had done abroad, to his 
(Bali and Ferme He paid his Court to the 


Grand 


6 
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8 Grand Duke, and was well received. His Friends 
and Relations were overjoyed at his ſafe Arrival; 


and for ſome Days nothing but Mirth and F caſting 
upon his Account, could be heard of among them; 
each ſeeming to vye with the other, who ſhould 
ſhew the moſt. Regard for him, and Affection to 


hin; <- 


But when theſe firſt Heats were over with em” 


and their Balls and Entertainments at an End, his 5 
Pleaſures were continued: He had a Fortune which 


would ſupport the Expences ; and he gave himſelf 


up to Revelling and Delight. 


Tas not indeed to be ſuppoſed, that 1taly ſhould 


contribute to reform his Taite for Pleaſure, or damp 
his over-heated Paſſion for the Fair Sex. Every Ob- 
ject was now new; all was charming around him; J. 
taly, the Garden of the World, afforded kim ten 


thouſand gay Scenes, and engaging Objects; which, 


in ſome Shape or other, fired his Soul every Mo- 
ment; or rather kept his Breaſt in fo conſtant a 
Flame, that it never ſeemed to ſuffer any Abate- 
ment. He gave himſelf wholly up to the gratifying of 


his Inclination ; and *twas one continued Round of 


Pleaſure with him, from his coming back into Tu/- 


cany, to his unhappy Cataſtrophe, till he fell by 


the Hands of one of thoſe, in whoſe Arms he had 
ſo often thought himſelf bleſſed. 55 mY 


Thus he kept a conſtant Carnival, for it may 


well be called fo, for many Years together; and 
perhaps no Perſon ever lived, who was more capable 


of Captivating all he converſed with. His Conver- 
ſation was as entertaining among the Men, as his 
Company was coveted by the Women; {0 that *rwas - 
always in his Power to engage in Love, or win 


where he liked beſt, 


*Twould fill a Folio, to write n « all De. 
dias Amours at home and abroad, particu! "arly | 


rg? 
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thro' France, and at the ſeveral Courts of [taly 3 
for he ſeldom ſtayed above two or three Months in 
a Place, tho' Florence was, what he counted the 
ſettled Place of his Reſidence, and where he met his 
Fate, and lies buried. He traverſed Hay; explored 
the Sweets of theſe delightſome Regions, and par- 
took of thoſe Joys, he was ſo well fitted to receive 
and give at every Court he came to; but a fuller 
Narrative of theſe is a Reſerve, which at a more 
proper < Seaſon may be made Uſe of. 

But there is one of ſo peculiar a Nature, which 
coſt him no Pains to accompliſh, in which was the 
meer Conſequence of accidental Circumſtances con- 

urring in his Favour, the Sport of Chance to in- 
hance the Pleaſure of it; this Amour, rather In- 
trigue, cannot, I ſay, be omitted here, without diſ- 
appointing the Reader of as agreeable an Incident, 
as came into the Circle of this gay Chevalier's Gal- 


lantries with the Ladies. 


Davila had been ſeveral Times at Paris, both be- 
fore he went to China, and after he came back ; 
where, according to his Cuſtom, he had contracted 
tome agreeable Acquaintances ; ; but not any more 
intimately, than one with a young French Noble- 
man, who had then been ſome few Years married 
to a fine young Lady, and Heireſs of a very large 


5 Fortune. This young Lord and Davila 9 fitted 


for one another; they entered into one another's 
Pleaſures; and whenever Davila was at Paris, they 
were inſeparable Companions. 

The young Lady knew of her Lord's Foibles, 
but never reproached him with them; ſhe was ami- 
able and virtuous herſelf, and would, if poſſible, 
have drawn him off from his criminal Excurſions by 
Tenderneſs and Endearments, rather than by ill 
judged Reſentments, in Hopes that ſuch Behaviour 

A 
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might, one Time or other, prevail over his generous 
Nature, to make her the ſole Object of his Affectinos, 
on whom alone they ought to 3 been placed. 

But vicious Paſſions, once given Way to, are not 
eaſily maſtered afterwards. His Lordſhip was now 
but little more than a complaiſant Huſband, tho? 
the Lady's Behaviour to him was ſtill the fame, as 
when he was a fond one. When his Lady's Wo- 
man ſtruck his Fancy, he applied, but without Suc- 
ceſs ; he tempted her every way in his Power, and 
renewed his Application, whenever he met her a- 
lone, but could not prevail; and at length deter- 
mining to be out of the Way of Temptation, ſhe 
let her Lady into the Secret, and begged to be diſ- 
Charged, Her Lady was reſolved, it poſſible, not 
to part with her; and at length pitched upon an 
Expedient, which proved very fatal to herſelf: She 
deſired her Woman to make the Aſſignation, and 
promiſed to take her Place: *Twas accordingly 
made; for the very next Night in her own Apart- 
ment, after her Lady was a Bed; her Lady com- 
monly went to Bed abour two Hours before her 
Lord, who, with ſome Friend or other, drank his 
Bottle or two afterwards every Night. 

As the Stars would have it, Davila was the lucky © 
Man for this Night's Re. encounter: He ſupped 

at the Houſe that Night; after Supper the 1 
retired, and went to Bed as uſual; her Lord and 
himſelf, there being no other Company, fell to drink- 
ing; and having drank pretty plentifully before, 
his Lordſhip grew a. little in for it; and being ver 

merry, he tells Davila the Story; and thinking he 
was now ſure of his Dameſel whenever he pleated, 

ſwore he would take another Night for it; for he 
was, he ſaid, too drunk to go then; upon which 
Dav is 
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Davila offered to _ in his Stead, The Whim took; 
my Lord readily conſented; he gave him his In- 
ſtructions, and conveyed him a back Way up to her 
Chamber, then went to wait his Return in the Par- 
lour. All was dark and private, the Door unlocked, 


and not a Word to be: ſpoken, as agreed to Da- 


dila ſoon took Poſſeſſion of his Prize, and convinced 


a 


the expecting Fair, as no Man was more capable, 


| that Favours were not thrown away upon him: He, 
unſuſpected, revelled for about an Hour in Em- 


| braces, that were all the Time thought to be given 
to him, who only had a Right to them, and which, 
till this unfortunate Moment, no other ever ſhared 


with him. Satiated, tho? not tired, Davila makes 


an unwilling Retreat, to keep his Word; and in a- 
bout an Hour comes back to his F riend, when the 
agreeable Intercourſe he had had above Stairs, fur- 
niſhed out the Remainder of a merry Converſation, . 


till two O'Clock in the Morning; and Davila en- 


joyed in Imagination over again, all the Repaſt he 
had partaken of in reality before. 

They now part; Davila to an Appartment at my 
Lord's, and his Lordſhip to the moſt diſagreeable 
Diſcovery, that he ever made in his Life. The 
Lady had kept her Word with her Servant; ſhe 
had taken her Place; and my Lord had ſent one to 


ſupply his with his own Wife. Upon coming to an 
Ecclairiſement with her in the Morning, this was 


ſoon found out: This threw the Lady into incon- 


ceivable Agoniesz She gave Way to Reſentment 
and Reproaches; and tho? ſhe was innocent, and her 


Huſband the only guilty Perſon, there was no aſſwag- 
ing either; ſhe complained for her injured Honour, 


in the higheſt Terms; and would not torgive the 


Indigniry offered : She got up, vowing us ro 


return to his Bed; and ſhe was as 5 good as her Word, 


that 
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that very Day ſhe left her Lord's Houſe, and ne- 


ver could be prevailed upon to live with him again. 
Davila got off as faſt as he could, tho* unknow- 


ingly, till then, the Author of all the Miſchief and 


Confuſion which had happened ; he left Paris two 


Days after, and was never ſeen again there to the 
Day of his Death, which happened about ſome 


Years after in the following Manner: He had 


had an Intimacy with a married Lady of Diſ. 


tinction at Horence; which in an unguarded Hour 
he had ſpoke of with leſs Precaution, than he was 
known or make Uſe of upon the like Occaſions. 
This coming to the Huſband's Ear, he vented his 
Rage upon his Wife: She proteſted her Innocence, 
and promiſed to do him and herſelf Juſtice upon 
her Traducer; whom, ſhe folemnly vowed, had 


never been admitted by her in any other Manner, FLY 
than he had authorized her to do, as a common 


Viſitant. This pacified the Huſband for the pre- 


ſent; and the Wife took a direful Revenge. She : 


ſent privately for Davila, who, pleaſed with the In- 
vitation, readily came; the received him with open 
Arms, and the uſual Pleaſantry of Countenance at 


his Approach; when, under Pretence of being ſtil! 
more private, ſhe carried im 0 her Cloſet : : 


this remote Part from the hearing of any Servant, 
' the preſented a Piſtol to his Breatt, and ſhot him 


thro? the Heart: He fell dead at her Feet; ſhe _ 

locked the Door, and made her Eſcape; the Huf. 
band got her conveyed out of the Duke of Taſca-. 

 n#s Dominions; where in private ſhe lived ſeveral _ 


Years after. Being a Woman, and her Provocations, 
to the dreadful Deed, well ne very little En- 


quiry was made after her; and Davila's own Re- 


lations took all the Pains they could, to keep the 


Affair 
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Affair ſecret; they buried him privately: 3 and he 
who had for upwards of thirteen Years together en- 
joyed an unterrupted Scene of lawleſs Pleaſures, 
ſhut up the Whole with Infamy and Pain. 
Tho? the Law took no Hold of this Lady, yet 
ſhe could not help conſidering; herſelf as a Murderer, 
and the Muderer of the Man ſhe once dearly loved ; 
| when ſhe began to think of his Indiſcretion, and 
that his whole Fault was an unguarded Expreſſion, 
which he might be provoked to, when he was in too 
warm a Diſpoſition, thro* too much Wine, to com- 
mand his Temper, or even to know what he ſaid ; 
the thought the direful Revenge ſhe had taken, was 
a Rage more helliſh, than ſhe could ever atone for : 
Theſe, and ſuch like Reflections threw her into a 
Melancholy ſhe never got over. She moped away 
ſix or ſeven Years afterwards without Company, 
very ſeldom admitting her Huſband; when, by Ac- 
cident, ſeeing a Piitol, which had been carefully 
Kept from her View, ſhe fainted away, and died in = 
an Inſtant, after ſhe had ſuffered a thouſand Times 


more Pain, than him, whom ſhe ſhot dead on the 
Spot. ä 2 


